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Soledad Judge 
Goes Off Case, 
Delaying Trial j 

Byliwyf; Aarons 


room 

Judge reliictanUy disqualified 
himself today in the trial of 
the ao-called Soledad Brothers 
—three black priiosers .^ac- 
cused of slajrlng a guafd. 

• The actliift by 
J. €!itaie^l^'1«iid'.o#'t^'j^ 
empto^ tiulleage from tlw 
defenM, delayed the htartiof 
the trial for at least two more 
weeks. 

lie made his ruUhg in a 
courtroom atmoapUdre 
dered •ran aMse intense ay 
the preeekoe of «fle<ig4ei<!eB< 
ing glesa; and .teetid'kat^ 
oeparathtt the emtrt gnd de- 
fendantaftmn tee spe^tors. 

The three defendsnts— 
George lecksoa^ 20, John W. 
ClqWiette. M, jiid Fleets 

tiw 

entered and joined in a blaek 
power salute with the applaud* 
Ing. pwtisan spectators oh tha 
otherslde. 

But their lawyers filed a 
motion to tumble the twllet-te- 
sistant barrier, which they 
said transformed a eourt of 
law into “a court of fascism." 

The barrier Issue never 
came up, however, heeauie the 
judge (temualitted himsM. Be 
prota^tiy recesaed tee ease 
after admottisblng the defense 
attorneys for what he Ob- 
viously believed were obstruc- 
ti<a[M teettca. . 

"Tlteae procedures take the 
posture of an Alice In Wonder- 
land story,” he said, referring 
to tee fact that the peremp- 
tory challenge came after two i 
courts had dialfd a challenge 
for Cause. 


“An outside judge decided I 
was not prejudiced; an appel- 
late court confirmed it. Yet 
this morning I am faced with 
this problem . . . Uls calls to 
miito the criticism by our col- 
leagues in England of the 
Amrican judicial system. 

so obsessed with proce- 
dural matters that we lose 

Judge iEjarpMteti waa bated cm 


the fact teat his membership 
tn the all-white "Meose and 
lite ciitea Ptampcd him ai a 
teoiat. Jtei Thome, attorney 
for George Jackaon, tee best 
known of the three defendants 
through hte 'wrMtefs and aj 
bop|. jt Itetdb fiote pBson, 

f lasted that "this Is an' 

ante or thfPir oouttMl." 
vVitoteicCaitenida^l^^^ 
fondant baa a atngla peramp- 
tory ebsiueiua of a judge, 
which he ttfraarH^ must exer- 
diaa tel or note ted titne a date 
U tet for trial. Shd Soledad 
Meiwsdante did not mtereise 
their challenge \htst April, 
when the Mali date waa set 
But^Jndga' JQakpanati ruled 
that slnoe tite ; tena teg be- 
twaan April land’ tea start of 
tho Mai waa so'hma.tee teal- 
len'ge was still yteid. 

The cteutroom barrier was 
constructed before the week- 
end. deaBy in t«apcnse .to the 
history of viotenpe aunreund- 
ing the Sda^ ^. .It Is bp. 
Uevod to is the nw sate bar' 
rter eVte tenstrueted in an 
American courtroom- 


It consists of eight panels of 
1 and l?ieni-tech thick glass, S 
feet In length and topped by a 
3 foot-9-lnch metal grill: It Is 
set atop an existing J-^foot par- 
tition. A similar glass door, 
reinforced wltti steel and 
locked during court session. Is 
at the eenter of tee barrier^ 

In’ addition, the police tacti- 
cal squad will be kept on the 
alert, and a separate bolding 
cell with a public address sys- 
tem will be provided should 
{any dettedants »t out of 


lait April, George Jackson 
Slugged a deputy, sparking a 
melee that was put down by 50 
officers. 

Just a year ago last Satur- 
day, George Jackson’S brother 
wte slain with thfle others, in- 
eluding a judge, during an 
abortive attempt to free pris- 
oners and kidnap hostages at 
tHa Mart* county oo^ew 
as ransom for . the Soledad 
:.Broteeft. ■■ 

The Soledad trio are ac- 
cused of murdering a guard in 
California’s Soledad Prison on i 
Jan. 16; 1970, three days after 
three black inmates were slain 


brawl. 

The- metion to remove the 
barrier says “once again black | 
.Americans have been eagedi 
and wrapped te.tec chains of 
modern technology.’* 



